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the bulldings in Glen Daks Village. The co-op wants

Co-op’s out
o raise roof

Wants to add more space

GLEN OAKS VILLAGE wants to raise the
roof.

The 2,904-square-foot complex of two-
story co-op garden apartments — home
to about 10,000 residents — wants to be

i able to raise the roofs about b feet.

KEN GOLDFIELD

points at roof of one of
to raise the height 5 feet.

In effect, the move would allowr owners
of top-floor units to create more space by
turning their attics into another floor. The
complex was built in the late 1940s and
the apartments are small

“The ohjective is to be able to kkeep fam-
ilies in New York rather than moving out
to Long Island,” said Robert Friedrich,
board president of Glen Oaks Village.
“You have growing families here. You
have two kids sleeping in one rooni. Two
kids and parents sharing ane bathroom.”

“By raising the roof 5 feet you can re-
claim already existing space and createa
floor of livable space for the existing fami-
Iy;” he added. “It would allow the two chil-
dren to each have their own room and
mom and dad to have their own bath-
room.”

The proposal tequires approval from
the city Board of Standards and Appeals:

“This i¢ an innovative and creative idea
that could keep growing families from
moving to a new location outside the bor-
ough in their search for more space,”
said Borough President Helen Marshall
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“] think that this is & good idea that could
aven be con us.”

Richard Hellenbrecht, the chairman of
Community Board 13 in eastern Queens,
said, “This is strictly an attempt to pro-
vide more living space within the existing
dwelling units so that people can have
what everybody wants nowadays — a
bathroom in the master bedroom.”

4] do not think it is going to have any
impact on the number of children in the
local schools or an impact oné)ar ing in
the surrounding neighborhood,” Heilen-
brecht added.

“Our ¢o-op's philosophy is we are try-
ing to make it as close to home ovmer-
ship as possible without the headaches,”
said Friedrich. “That means that if you
own the apartment, we are going to allow
you to improve upon it. Where other co-
ops say no, we say yes.”

Co-op owners at Glen Oaks Village are
allowed to put in skylights, decks, terrac-

“es and similar improvements, provided

they meet certain specifications.

“What we are finding,” Friedrich add-
ed, “is that when you unleash the power
of people to make improvements in their
own homes they do great things and it
raises property values and keeps people
here.” dbertrand@nydaflynews.com



